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1. Typology: Three climate discourses

·Analysis found three distinct discourses:

1. Green Governmentality

2. Ecological Modernization

3. Civic Environmentalism

(Bäckstrand/Lövbrand 2007)



1.1 Typology: Green Governmentality

·Mainstream narrative, state-centered, top-down 

·Science-based monitoring and assessment of the 
climate system

·Multilateral approach to build a climate regime

· Institutionalized through the IPCC and the UNFCCC

·Rationale: Collective action needed to reduce GHG 
ÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ȰÐÒÅÖÅÎÔ ÄÁÎÇÅÒÏÕÓ ÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÏÇÅÎÉÃ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÉÍÁÔÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȱ

·Problem-ridden: 

·Kyoto Protocol poorly designed (above all, insufficient)

·Political strategy to get new treaty not in sight



1.2 Typology: Ecological Modernization

·Economy-based narrative

·Argues for compatibility of environmental protection 
and economic growth

·Sustainable development possible through clean 
technologies

·Markets need to be steered towards more 
sustainability

·Danger of greenwashing and delay



1.3 Typology: Civic Environmentalism

·Bottom-up narrative

·Radical discourse:

·Anti -capitalist, deep ecology

·Challenges neoliberalism, abandon Kyoto in favor of 
better solution

·Blocking COPs

·Reformist discourse:

·Saving Kyoto in spite of deficiencies

·Ȱ0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÏÒÙ ÍÕÌÔÉÌÁÔÅÒÁÌÉÓÍȱ ɀcontributing to COPs

· Indigenous voices



2. Social construction of climate change


